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• Review two main concepts behind 
WordEngine 
 

• Review four main attributes of 
WordEngine 
 

• Review five case studies 
 

• Review independent research findings 

Presentation outline 



Does increasing one’s vocabulary size improve 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing? 

 



YES! 
Increasing one’s vocabulary size does improve 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing! 

 



Coverage 

combines two powerful concepts 

There are specific words that 
occur most frequently within each 
specific subject domain.   
 
Frequently occurring words 
provide the greatest amount of 
coverage for the domain. 
 
Focusing one’s study on learning 
missing high frequency words is 
the fastest way to increase 
coverage of the domain. 

 



Retention 

combines two powerful concepts 

There is a scientifically proven 
process for efficiently transferring 
new information from short term 
memory to long term memory. 
 
In the process known as spaced 
repetition, items are repeated six 
times at specific time intervals. 
 



Main Attributes  

 
 

1) Adjusts to each learner’s vocabulary needs 
 
 

  

  

LDT or Yes/No Questions                Definitional Questions 



V-Check reports known and unknown words for each subject 



Students study only their missing words 



 

 
 

2) High speed vocabulary learning games 
 

 
  

  

The average pace is 5 words per minute 

Main Attributes 



 

 
 

3)  Teachers can set weekly study goals 
 

 
  

  

Main Attributes 



 

 
 

4)  Automatic email progress reports 
 

  

  

Main Attributes 

Goal hit! 

Goal miss 



Case Study 1 

• AEON private language school chain 
 

• All enrolled students 
 

• Studying General English 
  

• AEON’s aim is to support reading, listening, and conversation 
 

• WordEngine is made available for self-study 
 

• Teachers are not using quizzes   
 

• Grading is not applicable 
 

• High participation and high satisfaction from students and local  

branch managers.  No additional work for teachers.  All progress  

results are monitored by the Tokyo HQ 



Case Study 2 

• Nagasaki University 
 

• 2nd year reading and TOEFL students 
 

• Studying General English and TOEFL courses 
  

• Teacher’s aim is to support reading and conversation 
 

• WordEngine is assigned as weekly homework with a 150 CR goal 
 

• Teacher is not using quizzes   
 

• WordEngine is not part of the grade 
 

• Good participation at first but, it drops off mid-semester.   

Minimal work for the teacher.  Self-motivated learners do well  



Case Study 3 

• Meiji University 
 

• 2nd year  reading, writing, TOEFL, and debating students 
 

• Studying General English and TOEFL courses 
  

• Teacher’s aim is to support reading and conversation 
 

• WordEngine assigned as weekly homework with a 200 CR goal 
 

• Teacher is using quizzes on a random basis 
 

• 15% of semester grade is based on goal hits - 1% per week 
 

• Good, steady participation.  Modest work for the teacher   



Case Study 4 

• Future University Hakodate 
 

• 1st  and 2nd year students 
 

• Studying TOEIC and General English courses 
  

• Teacher’s aim is to support reading, listening, and conversation 
 

• WordEngine is done for the first 10 min. of class, and assigned  

as weekly homework with a 200 CR goal 
 

• Teacher is not using quizzes 
 

• 30% of semester grade is based on goal hits - 2% per week 
 

• Very high and steady participation.  Minimal work for the teacher   



Case Study 5 

• Momoyama Gakuin University 
 

• 2nd year conversation students, and administration staff 
 

• Studying TOEIC and General English courses 
  

• Teacher’s aim is to boost vocabulary 
 

• WordEngine is assigned as weekly homework with a 150 CR  

goal.  If class work is completed students may study in class 
 

• Teacher gives seven quizzes; one practice and six for grade 
 

• 45% of semester grade (15% on goal hits; 30% on quiz scores) 
 

• Total participation.  Moderate work for teacher to prepare and  

grade quizzes  



Generate Quizzes (pdf downloads) 



Do results matter? 



YES! 
Results matter, and especially when  

they can be seen and measured! 

 



Average TOEIC Results 

+86% 



Average TOEFL Results 

+135% 



Why do test scores go up? 



 

Scores go up because WordEngine 
teaches the words that occur most 
often on the tests.  
 
Scores go up because students 
process all English words faster after 
exercising their brain for fast English 
word recognition with WordEngine. 
 
 
 
 



When improved outcomes are 
important, professionals trust 
WordEngine to get results! 
 



High performance and low cost! 
¥857 per semester 
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